THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

I swerved from this conception, and you will show me a moment
when I have been wrong.

I must confess that I never liked Trotsky, but there is one thing he
said at the time of the brutal German treaty of Brest-Litovsk which,
stuck in my mind. He said to the German bullies :

" The destiny of a great nation has never yet been settled by the
temporary condition of its technical apparatus."

So it will be with France, struck down in a few weeks of agony, and
deprived thereafter of the power of self-expression and almost of the
right of existence. But the soul of France did not die. It burned here
and there with exceptional brightness. It burned over wider areas
with a dim but unquenchable flame.

Our landing in Normandy, the course of the war, the whole tide of
events, show quite clearly that we shall presently once again have to
deal with the problem of France and Germany along the Rhine, and
from that discussion France can by no means be excluded. It is
evident from what I have said that I look forward to the closest
association of the British Empire, the United States and the Russian
and French representatives in the settlement of these important
European problems. We are an alliance of united, peace-loving
nations who have been forced to take up arms to defend our funda-
mental rights, and we must not fail in the hour of victory to make the
arrangements necessary to perpetuate the peace that we shall have so
dearly bought. I must pay my tribute to the House for the wise
forbearance that it exercised seven weeks ago in discouraging the
Debate on British, French and American relations. That was a time
much, more critical than this, and the fact that the House, which is
all-powerful in these matters, deliberately abstained from discussing a
question in which interest ran high on all sides was extremely helpful
to the conduct of affairs by the Foreign Secretary, and I think furthered
the smooth deployment of our policy.

Everyone should bear in mind the unusual complexities which
. attend the foreign policy of this Island in the world coalition of which
we are members. We have first the Dominions to consider and consult,
and then there are the three great Powers. We have two valiant and
trusted allies who are larger and in some respects more powerful than
we, are. We all mean the same thing on fundamentals and essentials,
but to reach precise agreement from day to day on diplomatic tactics
and details is necessarily an elaborate business. Here we enter a field
of triangular diplomacy where we all have to telegraph to each other,
and when two are agreed, the third often has further amendments to
propose, and when all are agreed very often the subject has ceased to
be of interest. How would you have it otherwise, with all the different
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